STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION

ROY COOPER MACHELLE SANDERS
GOVERNOR SECRETARY

November 5, 2019

Ms. Kimberley Campbell

North Carolina Department of Commerce
Utilities Commission

4325 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-4325

Re: SCH File # 20-E-4600-0076; Application of Halifax County Solar, LLC for
Certificate to construct an 80 MW Solar Facility in Halifax Co.
Docket #EMP-107 Sub 0.

Dear Ms. Campbell:

The above referenced environmental information has been reviewed through the State
Clearinghouse under the provisions of the North Carolina Environmental Policy Act.

Attached to this letter are comments made in the review of this document. The Department of
Cultural Resources has requested additional information prior to their concurrence with the
above referenced document.

Therefore, pursuant to 1 NCAC 25 .0506(c), this office requests that a supplemental document
providing the additional information requested by the Department of Cultural Resources be
submitted to the Clearinghouse for further review and comment.

Sincerely,

N

Crystal Best

State Environmental Review Clearinghouse

Attachments

cc: Region L
Mailing Address: Telephone: (919) 807-2425 Location:
NC DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION Fax: (919) 733-9571 116 WEST JONES STREET
1301 MAIL SERVICE CENTER COURIER #51-01-00 RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA
RALEIGH, NC 27699-1301 Email: state.clearinghouse(@doa.nc.gov

Website: www.ncadmin.nc.gov
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ROY COOPER NORTH CAROLINA
Governor Environmental Quality

MICHAEL 5. REGAN

Jecretury

JAMIE RAGAN

Birector
MEMORANDUM

To: Crystal Best
State Clearinghouse Coordinator
NC Department of Administration

From: Lyn Hardlison
Division of Environmental Assistance and Customer Service Environmental
Assistance and Project Review Coordinator Washington Regional Office

RE: 20-0076
Environmental Review - Application of Halifax County Solar, LLC for
Certificate to construct an 80 MW Solar Facility, Docket #EMP-107, Sub 0.
Halifax County

Date: October 30, 2019

The Department of Environmental Quality has reviewed the proposal for the referenced project.
Based on the information provided, several of our agencies have identified permits that may be
required and offered some valuable guidance to minimize impacts to aquatic and terrestrial wildlife
resources. The comments are attached for the applicant’s review. The comments are attached for the
applicant’s review,

The Department’s agencies will continue to be available to assist the applicant through the
environmental review and permitting processes.

Thank you for the opportunity to respond.

Attachments

vt 6 Qusiiby

North Carolina Department of Envivonmerdal Quality | Diviston of Envirenmental Assistance and Customer Service
217 West Jones Street 1639 Matl Service Center | Raleigh, North Caroling 27699-1639
BIT625.6748
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- North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission £

Gordon Myers, Executive Director
MEMORANDUM

TO: Lyn Hardison, Environmental Assistance Coordinator
NCDEQ Division of Environimental Assistance and Outreach (DEAQ)

FROM: Maria T. Dunn, Coastal Habitat Coordinator
Habitat Conservation Divigion

DATE: Ociober 30, 2019

SUBJECT:  Halilax Solar, LLC, 80 MW Solar Facility, Docket #EMP-107 Sub 0. Halifax County,
Norih Carolina.
OLIA No. 20-0076

Biologists with the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission (NCWRC) have reviewced the subject
document and we are familiar with the habitat values of the arca. Our comments are provided in
accordance with provisions of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16
U.S.C. 661-667¢), and North Carclina General Statutes (G.S. 113-131 et seq.).

The applicant proposes to construct a 80 MW solar facility located approximately 3 miles north of
Enficld, NC on the east side of Beaverdam Road, beiween the interscetion of Beaverdam Road and
Nevitle Farm Road.

A map of the proposed project site indicates the solar facility is situated in open agricullural fields as well
as 10 vegetated areas. The conversion of forests and wetlands to support solar development is causing
increasing concern due to the loss of wildlife habitat, the {ragmentation of wildlife habitat, and vegelative
management needed post conversion for wetland and other forested areas.

The project area is subject to the NCDWR’s Tar-Pamlico Basin buffer rules and is adjacent to
jurisdictional featuves that serve that drain 1nto the Tar River. The Tar River and tributaries arc known to
have numerous fresh water mussel specics. Included in the USFWS Halifax County records and
potentially within the Fishing Creek Subasin arc the lederal Dwarfl wedgemussel (Alasmidonta
heterodon), Tar River spinviussel (Porvaspina steinstansana), Yellow lance (Elliptio lanceolata),
Atlantic pigtoe (Fusconaia masoni), Green Qoater (Lasmigona subviridis), and Chowanoke cravfish
(Orconectes virginiensis). In addition to the invertebrates. Carolina madtom (Noturus firiosus) and Neusc
River waterdog (Necturns lewisi). may be found in Fishing Creck and tributaries. Therefore, the NCWRC
recommends a 200-foot native, forested buffer on perennial streams anda 100-foot forested buffer on

Mailing Address: Habitat Conservation » 1721 Mail Scrvice Center + Raleigh, NC 27699-172]
Telephone:  (919) 707-0220 » Fax: (919) 707-0028
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intermittent streams, or the full extent of the 100-year floodplain, adjacent {o features that contain
threatencd or endangered species. This is greater than the buffer requirements for the NCDWRs Tar /
Pamlico Basm Buffer Rules, bul maintaining undisturbed, forested buffers along these arcas would reduce
impacls Lo aquatic and terrestrial wildlifc resources and improve water guality. Grassed buffers do not
provide the necessary and highly valuable functions that forested buffers provide. Any sediment and
erosion control structures should also be located outside of these bufters.

In addition to the concerns above, the following statements should be observed:

l.

fad

6.

As mentioned above, a 200-foot native. forested buffer on perenntal streams and a 100-foot
forested buffer on intermittent streams, or the full extent of the 100-vear floodplain, adjacent to
features that contain threatened or endangered specics should be established.

Use bridges for all permanent roadway crossings of streams and associated wetlands to climinate
the nced Lo fill and culvert, where practicable. 11 culverts must be used. the culvert should be
designed to allow aquatic life passage. Fords may be appropriate and preferred for intermitfent
stream crossings or where crossings will be used only once or twice a year. For fords, crossings in
riffles are preferred with the banks lowered upstream and downsiream of the crossing. Stabilize
the stream boltom with geo-textile fabric and rock; concrete should not be used for bed
stabilization.

Avoid or mimimize inpacts {o wetlands during construction. In addition to providing wildlife
habitat, wetland areas perform important functions of flood control and water quality protection.
US Army Corps of Engincers Section 404 permits and NCDWR Section 401 Certifications arc
required for any impacts to jurisdictional streams or wetlands, Temporarily disturbed wetland
areas should be returned Lo original soils and contours, and resceded with annal small grains
appropriate for the season {¢.g. oats, milet, rve, wheat, or rve grass) and should be allowed to
revert to natural wetland vegetalion.

I addtitonal overhead transnmssion lines will be installed, then measures fo mimmize impacts to
birds should be implemented. These can include increasing line visibility, insulating wires to
cover exposed connections, and increasing the distance bebween wires so no contact with ground
or other energized wire can be made. For more information see

heip j docimentsponerlings. pdi.

v fus g /bind

Considcr establishing vegetative cover on the site that 1s beneficial to wildlife. Plantings should
inciude native warm season grasses and/or wildflower seed mixes to ereate poliinator habiiat
within the project boundary. Shade-tolerant plants that are prow between 12 10 18 inches can be
sclected for planting both undcrncath and around solar panels. Further information and tree
technical guidance from the NCWRC 1s available upon request.

If site and/or transinission line maintenance 18 needed, avoid mowing between April | and
October | 1o minimize impacts (o nesting wildhife. We sugeest a maintenance schedule that
mcorporates a portion of the area (c.g., one-third of the arca) cach vear, Pesticides, lerlilizers,
herbicides, and other chemicals should not be used in wetland arcas or near streams.

It pesticides or chemicals will be used for sitc maintenance, then stormvwater runoff from the site
should be directed to bio-retention arcas prior to discharge 1o streams or wetlands to provide
additional protection for water quality and aquatic and terrestrial wildlife habitats.
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8.

9

Sediment and erosion control measures should be installed prior to any land clearing or
coustruction. The use of biodegradable and wildlife-friendly sediment and erosion control devices
is strongly recommended. Silt fencing, fiber rolls and/or other products should have loosc-weave
netting that is made of natural fiber materials with movable joints between the vertical and
horizontal twines. Silt fencing or similar materials thai have been reinforced with plastic or metal
mesh should be avoided as they impede the movement of terrestrial wildlile species. All sediment
and erosion control measures should be routinely inspected and properly mainlained. Excessive
silt and sediment Joads can have numerous detrimental effects on aquatic resources including
destruction of spawning habitat, sulfocation of cggs, and clogging of gills of aquatic species.

A plan should be developed that identifies the parly responsible for decommissioning the facility
as well as the conditions under which decommissioning will occur. In addition, the plan should
emphasizc that all equipment must be removed from the sites, and the land should be restored to
pre-construction conditions.

. Measures to mitigate secondary and cumulative impacts can be fund m NCWRC’s Guidance

Memorandum to Address and Mitigate Secondary and Cumulative Impacts to Aquatic and
Tervestrial Wildlife Resources and Water Quality (August 2002;

hiin v newildife orePonial/Consery tefdosionent ¥ GwdanceMomerandumionSeco
nd wvandCumplstiy x,l:nhiww,j.‘;)‘{{,f).

Thank vou for the oppertunity to comment on this project. If our agency can be of lurther assistance,
please conlact me at (252) 948-3916 or at waria.dunn oo ddiic ory

OFFICIAL COPY

Nov 06 2019



State of North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW PROJECT COMMENTS

Reviewing Regional Office: Raleigh
Project Number: 20-0076 Due Date: 10/28/2019

County; Halifax

After review of this project it has been determined that the DEQ permit(s) and/or approvals indicated may need to be obtained in order for this
project to comply with North Carolina Law. Questions regarding these permits should be addressed to the Regional Office indicated on the
reverse of the form, All applications, information and guidelines relative to these plans and permits are available from the same Regional Office.

—

PERMITS SPECIAL APPLICATION PROCEDURES or REQUIREMENTS

Normal Process
Time
(statutory time
limit)

Permit to construct & operate wastewater :
P Application 90 days before begins construction or award of

attention should be given to design and installation of appropriate perimeter sediment trapping devices as well as stable
Stormwater conveyances and outlets.

0 treatment facilities, non-standard sewer system construction contracts. On-site inspection may be required. Post 30 days

extensions & sewer systems that do not L rac 5 On-s! pectio ¥ Quired. ’ {80 days)
. . application technical conference usual.

discharge into state surface waters.

Permit to construct & operate, sewer

extensions involving gravity sewers, pump Fast-Track Permitting program consists of the submittal of an

[ . L o e . \ ) : ) 30 days

stations and force mains discharging into a application and an engineer's certification that the project meets all
. . S o {N/A)
sewer collection applicable State rules and Division Minimum Design Criteria.
system
NPDES - permit to discharge into surface water Application 180 days before begins activity. On-site inspecticn. Pre-

0 and/or permit to operate and construct application conference usual. Additionally, obtain permit to construct 90-120 days
wastewater facilities discharging into state wastewater treatment facility-granted after NPDES. Reply time, 30 days (N/A)
surface waters, after receipt of plans or issue of NPDES permit-whichever is later.

[ | water Use Permit Pre-application technical conference usually necessary. 3&;’35

Complete application must be received and permitissued prior to the
i . installation of a groundwater monitoring well located on property not 7 days
[0 | well construction permit owned by the applicant, and for a large capacity (>100,000 gallons per (15 days)
day) water supply well.
Application copy must be served on each adjacent riparian property
) . owner. On-site inspection. Pre-application canference usual. Filling may 55 days
D d Fili
O redge and Fill Permit require Easement to Fill from N.C. Department of Administration and (90 days)
Federal Dredge and Fill Permit.
Applicati st be submitted and it ived pri
Permit to construct & operate Air Pollution ppiica |9n Must 5e su .ml e¢ and permit recelve .pf'°”° )
. o construction and operation of the source. 1fa permit is required
O | Abatement facilities and/or Emission Sources as | | . . - 90 days
15 A NCAC (20,0100 thru 20,0300) in an area without local zoning, then there are additional
per ’ ' requirements and timelines {20,0113).
Any open burning associated with subject 60 davs

X proposal must be in compliance with 15 A NCAC N/A Y
20.1500 (50 days)
Demelition or renovations of structures Please Note - The Health Hazards Control Unit (HHCU) of the N.C.
containing asbestos material must be in Department of Health and Human Services, must be notified of plans to

= compliance with 15 A NCAC 20.1110 (a) {1) demolish a building, including residences for commercial or industrial 60 days
which requires notification and removal prior to | expansion, even if no ashestos is presentin the building. {90 days)
demolition. Contact Asbestos Control Group
919-707-5950
The Sedimentation Pollution Control Act of 1973 must be properly addressed for any land disturbing activity. An erosion &
sedimentation control plan wilt be required if one or more acres are to be disturbed. Plan must be filed with and approved 20 davs

(I by applicable Regional Office (tand Quality Section] at least 30 days before beginning activity. ANPDES Construction (30 d:ys)
Stormwater permit {NCG010000} is also usually issued should design features meet minimum requirements. A fee of $65 Y
for the first acre or any part of an acre. An express review option is available with additional fees.

Sedimentation and erosion control must be addressed in accordance with NCDOT's approved program. Particular {30 days)

Sedimentation and erosion control must be addressed in accordance with Local Government’s approved program.

Particular attention should be given to design and installation of appropriate perimeter sediment trapping devices as well

Based on Local

as stable Stormwater conveyances and outlets. Program
Compliance with 15A NCAC 2H .0126 - NPDES Stormwater Program which regulates three types of activities; Industrial, 30-60 days
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System & Construction activities that disturb 21 acre. (90 days)
Compliance with 15A NCAC 2H 1000 -State Stormw.ater Permitting PrF!grams regu.late site development and post- 45 days

construction stormwater runoff control. Areas subject to these permit programs include all 20 coastal counties, and (90 days)

various other counties and watersheds throughout the state.

DEQ INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW PROIECT Form

Pagelof3
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State of North Caroiina Department of Environmental Quality
INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW PROJECT COMMENTS

Reviewing Regional Office: Raleigh
Project Number: 20-0076 Due Date: 10/28/2019

County: Halifax

Normal Process

PERMITS SPECIAL APPLICATION PROCEDURES or REQUIREMENTS Time
{statutory time
{imit)
On-site inspection usual. Surety bond filed with DEQ Bond amount
0 Mining Permit varies with type mine and number of acres of affected land. Affected 30 days
area greater than one acre must be permitted. The appropriate bond (60 days)
rust be received before the permit can be issued.
If permit required, application 60 days before begin construction.
Applicant must hire N.C. qualified engineer to: prepare plans, inspect
construction, and certify construction is according to DEQ approved
. plans. May also require a permit under mosguito control program. And 30 days
| pam Safety Permit a 404 permit from Corps of Engineers. An inspection of site is necessary {60 days)
to verify Hazard Classification. A minimum fee of $200.00 must
accompany the application. An additional processing fee based on a
percentage or the total project cost will be required upon completion.
. . e 90-120 days
O | oil Refining Facilities N/A (N/A)
File surety bond of $5,000 with DEQ running to State of NC conditional 10 days
] | Permit to drill exploratory oil or gas well that any well opened by drill operator shall, upon abandonment, be N/A
plugged according to DEQ rules and regulations.
. - . Application filed with DEQ at least 10 days prior to issue of permit. 10 days
O | Geophysical Exploration Permit Application by letter. No standard application form. N/A
Application fee based on structure size is charged. Must include 15.20 days
[ | state Lakes Construction Permit descriptions & drawings of structure & proof of ownership of riparian N/A
property
Compliance with the T15A 02H .0500 Certifications are required 60 days
E 401 Water Quality Certification whenever construction or operation of facilities will result in a 130 days)
discharge into navigable water as described in 33 CFR part 323, ( ays
Compliance with Catawba, Goose Creek, Jordan Lake, Randleman, Tar Pamlico or Neuse Riparian Buffer Rules is required.
5] Buffer requirements: hitp://deq nc.gov/about/divisions/water-resources/water-resources-permits/wastewater-
hranch/401-wetlands-buffer-permits/40-riparian-buffer-protection-program
Nutrient Offset: Loading requirements for nitrogen and phosphorus in the Neuse and Tar-Pamilico 8iver basins, and in the
Jordan and Falls Lake watersheds, as part of the nutrient-management strategies in these areas. DWR nutrient offset
1 | information:
htto://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-resources/planning/nonpoint-source-management/nutrient-offset-information
[ | cama permit for MAIOR development $250.00 - $475.00 fee must accompany application (1;;5()(::[?\;5)
L1 | cAMA permit for MINOR development $100.00 fee must accompany application ég gaa::)
= Abandonment of any wells, if required must be in accordance with Titte 15A. Subchapter 2€.0100.
O Notification of the proper regional office is requested if "orphan” underground storage tanks (USTS) are discovered during
any excavation operation.
Plans and specifications for the construction, expansion, or alteration of a public water system must be approved by the
Division of Water Resources/Public Water Supply Section prior to the award of a contract or the initiation of construction
[J | as per 15A NCAC 18C .0300 et. seq., Plans and specifications should be submitted to 1634 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, 30days
North Carolina 27699-1634. All public water supply systems must comply with state and federal drinking water monitoring
requirements. For more information, contact the Public Water Supply Section, {919) 707-9100.
If existing water lines will be relocated during the construction, plans for the water line relocation must be submitted to
[J | the Division of Water Resources/Public Water Supply Section at 1634 Mail $ervice Center, Raleigh, North Carolina 27699- 30 days
1634. For more information, contact the Public Water Supply Section, (919) 707-9100.
Plans and specificaticns for the construction, expansion, or alteration of the water system must be approved
D throughthe ___ delegated plan approval authority. Please contactthem at ______ for further information.
DEQ INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW PROJECT Form Page2of 3
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State of North Carolina Department of Envircnmental Quality
INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW PROJECT COMMENTS

Reviewing Regional Office: Raleigh
Project Number: 20-0076 Due Date: 10/28/2019

Other Comments (attach additional pages as necessary, being certain to comment authority)

County: Halifax

Division Initials No Comments Date
comment Review
DAQ MRF ] See checked boxes above. 10/14/19
DWR-WQROS ISB O & ltis recommended to schedule a site visit with 401 Water quality | 10/22/19
(Aquifer & Surface) & staff to discuss the proposal and to ensure compliance will be maintained [/
per 401 surface Water requirements, surface water standards and buffer
rules.
-If wetland, riparian buffers or stream impacts are proposed, this project
will need to comply with/secure a 404 permiit frorn the USACE, obtain a 401
Water Quality Certification authorization and a riparian buffer
authorization.
DWR-PWS NA L] NA //
DEMLR (LQ & SW) O An approved Sedimentation and Erosion Control plan will be required prior /! /
to any construction or development
DWM — UST MRP X 10/21/19
Other Comments ] [/
REGIONAL OFFICES
Questions regarding these permits should be addressed to the Regional Office marked below.
[  Asheville Regional Office ] Fayetteville Regional Office [  Mooresville Regional Office
2090 U.S. 70 Highway 225 Green Street, Suite 714, 610 East Center Avenue, Suite 301,
Swannanoa, NC 28778-8211 Fayetteville, NC 28301-5043 Mooresville, NC 28115
Phone: 828-256-4500 Phone: 910-433-3300 Phone: 704-663-169%
Fax: 828-259-7043 Fax: 910-486-0707 Fax: 704-663-6040
X Raleigh Regional Office [T1  washington Regional Office [ wilmington Regional Office
3800 Barrett Drive, 943 Washington Square Mall, 127 Cardinal Drive Ext.,
Raleigh, NC 27609 Washington, NC 27889 Wilmington, NC 28405
Phone: 919-791-4200 Phone: 252-946-6481 Phone: 910-796-7215
Fax:919-571-4718 Fax: 252-975-3716 fax: 910-350-2004
[0  winston-Salem Regiona! Office

DEQ INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW PROJECT Form

January 2017/lbh

450 Hanes Mill Road, Suite 300,
Winston-Salem, NC 27105
Phone: 336-776-3800

Fax: 336-776-9797

Page3of 3
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ROY COOPER NORTH CARGLINA
Governor Environmental Quality
MICHAEL S. REGAN
Secretary
MICHAEL SCOTT
Director
QOctober 23, 2019
To: Lyn Hardison, Environmental Assistance and SEPA Coordinator

Division of Environmental Assistance and Customer Service

From: Melodi Deaver, Administrative Specialist
Division of Waste Management, Hazardous Waste Section

RE; Sepa Project Review, Project Number: #20-0076 NC Dept. of Commerce, Environmental
Review-Application of Halifax County Solar LLC for certificate to construct a 80 MW solar
facility in Halifax docket #EMP-107 Sub 0. (Halifax County)

The Hazardous Waste Section has reviewed the subject on Application of Halifax County Solar
LLC for cerfificate to construct 80 MW solar facility in Halifax. Docket #EMP-107 Sub 0.
and would like to make the following comment:

Any hazardous waste generated from the demalition, construction, operation, maintenance,
and/or remediation {e.g. excavated soil] from the proposed project must be managed in
accordance with the North Carolina Hazardous Waste Rules. The demolition, construction,
operation, maintenance, and remediation activities conducted will most likely generate a solid
waste, and a determination must be made whether it is a hazordous waste. If a project site
generates more than 220 pounds of hazardous waste in a calendar month, the HWS must be
nofified, and the site must comply with the small quantity generator (SQG) reqguirements, If ¢
project site generates more than 2200 pounds of hazardous waste in a calendar month, the HWS
must e nofified, and the facility must comply with the large quantity generator (LQG)
requirements.

Generators are required to determine their generator status and both SQGs & LQGs are required
fo obtdin a site EPA Identification number for the generation of hazardous waste.

Should any guestions arise, please contact Melodi Deaver at 919-707-8204
Respectfully,
Melodi Deaver

Compliance Branch
Haozardous Waste Section

{//*/": E QJ%
T e )
Dopariment of Enyiiaaseai nmv

North Carolina Depariment of Envirommental Quality § Division of Waste Management
217 West Jones Street | 1646 Mail Service Center | Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-1646
H9.707.8200
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ROY COOPER NCRTH CLINA

Governor

Environmental Quality

MICHAEL 5. REGAN

Secretary

MICHAEL SCOTT

Director

MEMORANDUM
TO: Michael Scott, Division Director through Sharon Brinkley
FROM: Drew Hammonds, Eastern District Supervisor - Solid Waste Section

DATE: October 28, 2019

SUBJECT: Review: SW 20-0076 — Halifax County (Application for Certificate — Halifax County

Solar LLC — Certificate to Construct an 80 MW Solar Facility in Halifax Co.)

The Division of Waste Management, Solid Waste Section (Section) has reviewed the documents
for the subject project in Halifax County, NC. Based on the information provided in these
documents, the Section at this time does not see an adverse impact on the surrounding
communities and likewise knows of no situations in the communities, which would affect this

project.

As always, for any planned or proposed projects, it is recommended that during any land
clearing, demolition and construction, Halifax County Solar LI.C and/or its contractors would
make every feasible effort to minimize the generation of waste, to recycle materials for which
viable markets exist, and to use recycled products and materials in the development of this
project where suitable. Any waste generated by and of the projects that cannot be
beneficially reused or recycled must be disposed of at a solid waste management facility
permitted by the Division. The Section strongly recommends that Halifax County Solar
LLC require all contractors to provide proof of proper disposal for all generated waste to
permitted facilities.

Permitted solid waste management facilities are listed on the Division of Waste Management,
Solid Waste Section portal site at: hitps://deg.nc.gov/about/divisions/waste-managenent/waste-
manacement-rules-data/solid-wasiec-management-annual -teports/solid-waste-permitted-facility-

Questions regarding solid waste management for this project should be directed to Ms. Davy
Conners, Environmental Senior Specialist, Solid Waste Section, at (919) 707-8290.

ce: Davy Conners, Environmental Senior Specialist

North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality | Division of Waste Management
Fayetteville Regional Office | 225 Green Street, Suite 714 | Fayettevitle, North Carolina 28301
9104333300
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ROY COOPRER

Clepvr sty

NORTH CAROLBA
Environmental (Quality

MICHAEL 5. REGAN

Redretry

MICHAEL 5COTT

Director

Date:

To:

Through:

From:

Subject:

October 22, 2019

Michael Scott, Director
Division of Waste Management

Janet Macdonald
Inactive Hazardous Sites Branch — Special Projects Unit

Bonnie S. Ware
nactive Hazardous Sites Branch

NEPA Project #20-0076, NC Department of Commerce, Halifax County, North Carolina

The Superfund Section has reviewed the proximity of sites under its jurisdiction to the NC Department of
Commerce project. Proposed project is for the environmental review - application of Halifax County Solar,
LLC for certificate to construct a 80 MW solar facility in Halifax Co.

No sites were identified within one mile of the project as shown on the attached report.

Please contact Janet Macdonald at 919.707.8349 if you have any questions.

Nertls Cerofion Deparbinent of Ervdronmental Guality | ivislon of Waste Massgetsiens
HOWesE Jones Stzeel | lede Mai Service Center © Balelgh, Norl Coroling 47099 146
939 FOVRH0
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10/22/201%

%5 SEPA/NEPA Review Report

.

Area of Interest (AOI) information
Area : 6,742.05 acres

Oct 22 2019 14:02:00 Eastern Daylight Time

1/2
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10/22/2019

20-0076 Halifax County

Summary
Name Count Area(acres) Length(mi)
Certified DSCA Sites 0 N/A N/A
Federal Remediation Branch Sites o N/A N/A
Inactive Hazardous Sites 0 N/A N/A
Pre-Regulatory Landfill Sites 0 N/A N/A
si“E:c‘)mwnﬁelds Program Sites 0 i NIA ENFA

2/2
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NORTH CAROLINA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION

INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW

COUNTY: HALIFAX H1l: ENERGY RELATED STATE NUMBER:  20-E-4600-0076
FACILITIES/ACTIVITIES DATE RECEIVED: 10/01/2019
AGENCY RESPONSE: 10/28/2019
REVIEW CLOSED: 10/31/2019

MS REMEE GLEDHILL-EARLEY Received: 10/08/2019

CLEARINGHOUSE COORDINATOR ‘
DEPT OF NATURAL & CULTURAL RESOURCE State Historic Preservation Office
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

MSC 4617 - ARCHIVES BUILDING ER 19-1050

RALEIGH NC
REVIEW DISTRIBUTICN
DEPT OF AGRICULTURE PI’GViOllS]}’ reviewed -- §€¢€
DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY attached letter
DEPT OF NATURAL & CULTURAL RESCURCE
DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION
DNCR - NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM
BOA - COMMISSION OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
pPS - DIV OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
UPPER COASTAL PLAIN COG
PROJECT INFORMATION )
APPLICANT: North Carclina Department of Commerce
TYPE: State Environmental Policy Act
Environmental Review

v
5
n
9]

Application of Halifax County Scliar, LLL for Certificate to construct a 80 MW
Solar Facllity in Halifax Co. Docket 4EMP-107 Sub 0, - View document at

ntip: //starwl.ncuc.net/NCUC/portal/neouc/page/Dockets/portal . aspx, Type EMP~I07
Sub 0 in the Docket MNumber search line.

Located on seven contiguous parcels of land approximately 5 miles north of
tnfield, NC on the east side of Beaverdam Road, betwsen the intersections of
Beaverdam Road and Neville Farm Road to the south and Richneck Reoad to the north
in Halifax County.
The attached project has been submitted t6 the N, . State Clearinghouse for
intergovernmental review. Please review and submit your response by the above
indicated date vto 1301 Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 27699-1301.

If additional review time is neaded, please contact this office at (919)807-2425,

AS A RESULT OF THIS REVIEW THE FOLLOWING 1S SUBMI'I"E‘ED:%NO COMMENT Z__COMMENTS ATTACHED

STGNED BY: @MMQ - E&&&ff{)f- oate: O« 21 |o|
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North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources

State Historic Preservation Office
Ramesna AL Barros, Admimisinaeay

Ciewermar Roy Coopor

July 18,2019

Cory Darnell corvdamell@iterracon.com
Terracon Consultants, Inc.

2401 Brentwoaod Road, Suee 107

Raleigh, NC 27604

Re: Congtruct Halifax Solar Farm, Beaverdam Road, Fafield, Flalifax County, IR 19-1050

Dear My, Darnell:

Thank vou for vour leder of fune 13, 2019, concerning the above-relerenced project. We have geviewed the
materials provided and ofter the following comments.

The subject project arca contains two previously recorded prehistoric archacological sites, one of which
(3THIN310) has not been assessed o determine it it is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic
Places. In addition, the proposed project area, taclusive of the subject expansion area, contains blufts
adjacent to Beaverdam Swamp and its tributaries, and has a high probalality for containing unrecorded
precolonial American Indian archacological sites.

Prior 1o the inttiation of any ground disturbing activites within the project area, we reconumend a
comprehensive archacological survey of the project area be conducted by an expertenced archacologist.
The purpose of this survey will be to identfy and evaluate the significance of archacological sires that
may be damaged or desteoved by the proposed project. Potential effects on unknown resources must
be assessed prior to the mitimtion of construedon activities.

Please note that our office now requests consultation with the Ottice of Smte Archacology Review
Archacologist to discuss appropriate field methodologies prior to the archacological field investigadon.
A list of archacological consultants whe have conducted or expressed an imerest in contract work in
North Carolina is available ar higps://fles negov/duer-arch/Consultants List 208905 colunns pdf.
The archacologists listed, or any other experienced archacologist, may be comacted 1o conduct the

recommended survey.

One paper and one digital copy of all resalting archacolugical reports, as well as one digial copy of the
North Carolina site {orm For each site recorded, should be forwarded to the Office of St
Archacology through this office for review and comment as soon as they are available and in advance
of any construction or ground disturbance activities,

OfTee oof Aeehives and [ty
Serretany Sy ELELoyalion Dleputy Neeseory Novin €herry

Laocanion: H¥s e jones Sircer, Ralogls N 276 Mubing Addeess: 1617 Ml Servme Consoe, Bodoigh NO 20009687 Fekephent /Fax: 939 8076570 8076509
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We are unable to accurately assess impacts 1o historic properties within the proposed Area of Potential Effect,

Pleasc provide photographs of any structures within the APE cthat are 50 years of age or older, specifically
those within Parcel 041923, A final determination will be made once we have received the requested
information.

‘The above comments are made pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation’s Regulations for Compliance with Section 106 codified at 36 CER
Part 800.

Thank you for your cooperation and consideration. If you have questions coneerning the above comment,
contact Renee G !th;ﬂ Farley, environmental review cnordtmtor, at 919-814-6579 or
' fer.gov. In all future communication concerning this project, please cite the above

refcrmced tr'mkm;, number.

Sincerely,
(levae oAbl Caddieny

Ramona Bartos, Deputy
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
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NORTH CAROLINA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE

DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION OCT 04 2019
INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW
COUNTY: HALIFAX H11: ENERGY RELATED STATE NUMBER: 20-E-4600-0076
FACILITIES/ACTIVITIES DATE RECEIVED: 10/01/2019

AGENCY RESPONSE: 10/28/2019
REVIEW CLOSED: 10/31/2019

MS CINDY WILLIAMS

CLEARINGHOUSE COORDINATOR

DPS - DIV OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
4218 MAIL SERVICE CENTER

RALEIGH NC

REVIEW DISTRIBUTION

DEPT OF AGRICULTURE

DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

DEPT OF NATURAL & CULTURAL RESOURCE

DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION

DNCR - NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM

DOA - COMMISSION OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

DPS - DIV OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

UPPER COASTAL PLAIN COG

PROJECT INFORMATION

APPLICANT: North Carolina Department of Commerce

TYPE: State Environmental Policy Act
Environmental Review

DESC: Application of Halifax County Solar, LLC for Certificate to construct a 80 MW
Solar Facility in Halifax Co. Docket #EMP-107 Sub 0. - View document at
http://starwl.ncuc.net/NCUC/portal/ncuc/page/Dockets/portal.aspx, Type EMP-107
Sub 0 in the Docket Number search line.

Located on seven contiguous parcels of land approximately 5 miles north of
Enfield, NC on the east side of Beaverdam Road, between the intersections of
Beaverdam Road and Neville Farm Road to the south and Richneck Road to the north
in Halifax County.

The attached project has been submitted to the N. C. State Clearinghouse for

intergovernmental review. Please review and submit your response by the above
indicated date to 1301 Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 27699-1301.

If additional review time is needed, please contact this office at (919)807-2425.

AS A RESULT OF THIS REVIEW THE FOLLOWING IS SUBMITTED: @/NO COMMENT |:| COMMENTS ATTACHED

SIGNED BY: &Lﬂ‘)( [\i‘e/)./é/l&? DATE : [Ov/({/{//
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NORTH CAROLINA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION

INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW

COUNTY: HALIFAX H11: ENERGY RELATED STATE NUMBER:  20-E-4600-0076

FACILITIES/ACTIVITIES ~ DATE RECEIVED: 10/01/2019
AGENCY RESPONSE: 10/28/2019
REVIEW CLOSED: 10/31/2019

MR GREG RICHARDSON

CLEARINGHOUSE COORDINATOR

DOA - COMMISSION OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
1317 MAIL SERVICE CENTER

RALEIGH NC
REVIEW DISTRIBUTION

DEPT OF AGRICULTURE ’nﬁfaﬁ VEp
DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY Affajr
DEPT OF NATURAL & CULTURAL RESOURCE 05’04.2“9
DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION

DNCR - NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM &’

DOA - COMMISSION OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

DPS - DIV OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

UPPER COASTAL PLAIN COG

PROJECT INFORMATION

APPLICANT: North Carolina Department of Commerce

TYPE: State Environmental Policy Act
Environmental Review

DESC: Application of Halifax County Solar, LLC for Certificate to construct a 80 MW
Solar Facility in Halifax Co. Docket #EMP-107 Sub 0. - View document at
http://starwl.ncuc.net/NCUC/portal/ncuc/page/Dockets/portal.aspx, Type EMP-107
Sub 0 in the Docket Number search line.

Located on seven contiguous parcels of land approximately 5 miles north of
Enfield, NC on the east side of Beaverdam Road, between the intersections of
Beaverdam Road and Neville Farm Road to the south and Richneck Road to the north
in Halifax County.

The attached project has been submitted to the N. C. State Clearinghouse for

intergovernmental review. Please review and submit your response by the above
indicated date to 1301 Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 27699-1301.

If additional review time is needed, please contact this office at (919)807-2425.

z

AS A RESULT TEW THE WING IS SUBMITTED: D NO COMMENT B/COMMENTS ATTACHED
SIGNED BY: DATE: (& =8~/

Lcu ol wilh S A hisa Saport

,.Q aCcT &
‘J FME? -hiizirjg% )xyl&d‘ (ﬂrﬁ7ﬁa61‘ [rvl;xv7ufno&{ i ﬁT77QLA00L
F_—J—4V )
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TRIBES & ORGANIZATION

September 16, 2019
MODIFIED

Coharie Tribe
Tribal Administrator: Greg Jacobs
Mailing Address: 7531 N U.S. Hwy.
421, Clinton, NC 28328
Email: greg jacobs33@yahoo.com
Phone: 910-564-6909
Fax: 910-564-2701
www.coharietribe.org

Guilford Native American
Association

Director: Rick Oxendine

Mailing Address: P O Box 5623
1100 Revolution Mill Dr.,

Studio #10. Greensboro, NC 27435

Fax: 336-272-2925
www.cuilfordnative.org

Email: roxbuddv38@gmail.com

Cumberland County Association for
Indian People

Executive Director: Gladys Hunt
Mailing Address: 2173 Downing Ro
Fayetteville, NC 28301
Phone: 910-483-8442

Fax: 910-483-8742
ccaip@netzero.net

Email: huntsgkids@aol.com

Eastern Band of Cherokee

Tribal Administrators: Paxton Myer;
828-359-7029; and

Rebekha Young, Executive Assistant
Ph: (828) 359-7002
rebevognc-cherokee.com

Mailing Address: P O Box 455
Cherokee, NC 28719

Phone: 828-3597029

Fax: 828-497-7000
paxtmyer@nc-cherokee.com

Tribes & Organizations
Created by: Daphne Pinto
Revised Date: 091619

Haliwa Saponi Indian Tribe

Tribal Administrator: Jamie Oxendine

Mailing Address: P O Box 99
Hollister, NC 27844

Phone: 252-586-4017

Fax: 252-586-3918

Email: alvnchi@haliwa-saponi.com

Meherrin Indian Tribe

Chief & Tribal Administrator:
Wayne Brown

Address: P O Box 274

Ahoskie, NC 27910

Phone: 252-209-0934

Email:
chiefbrownmeherrin@yvahoo.com
www.meherrinnation.org

Sappony Indian Tribe

Executive Director: Dante Desiderio
Mailing Address: P O Box 3265,
Roxboro, NC 27573

Phone: 434-585-3352

Phone: 202-631-2003

Email: Sapponv{@msn.com
WWW.Sapony.org

www.haliwa-saponi.com

Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina
inistrator: Dr. Freda

Porter

Mailing Address: Turtle Building,

Metrolina Native American
Association

Executive Director: Toni Henderson
Mailing Address: 8001N. Trvon Street
Charlotte, NC 28262

Phone: 704-891-2610

Email: tonihenderson@gmail.com
www.metrolinanativeamericans.org

Triangle Native American Society
Address: P O Box 26841,

Raleigh, NC 27611

Email: tnaspresident@aol.com
www.tnasweb.org

6984 NC Hwy 711W; P O Box 2709

Pembroke, NC 28372

Email: fporter@lumbeetribe.com
Phone; 910-522-2221

Phone: 910-521-7861

Phone: 800=-659-6585

Fax: 910-521-7790

Fax Adm.: 910-521-2278
www.lumbeetribe.com

Occaneechi Band of the Saponi
Nation
Tribal Administrator: Vickie Jefferies

Mailing Address: P O Box 356
Mebane, NC 27302

Phone: 336-421-1317

obsntribe@egmail.com
www.obsn.org

Waccamaw Siouan Tribe
Housing Director: Brenda Moore
Address: P O Box 69,

Bolton, NC 28423

Phone: 910-655-8778

Fax: 910-655-8779

siouan@aol.com
WWW.waccamaw-siouan.com

Page 1 of 1
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NORTH CAROLINA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION

INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW
COUNTY: EALIFAX

H11: ENERGY RELATED STATE NUMBER: 20-E-4600~0076
PV Jp- & FACILITIES/ACTIVITIES DATE RECEIVED: 10/01/2019
: —{9 AGENCY RESPONSE: 10/28/2019
oy DOW@ REVIEW CLOSED: 10/31/2019

MR JOSEPH HUDYNCIA
CLEARINGHOUSE COORDINATOR
DEPT OF AGRICULTURE

1001 M8C - AGRICULTURE BLDG
RALEIGH NC

REVIEW DISTRIBUTION

DEPT OF AGRICULTURE

DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

D=PT 0OF NATURAL & CULTURAL RESOURCE

DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION

DMCR - NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM

DOA - COMMISSION OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

bP3 - DIV OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

UPPER COASTAL PLAIN COG

PROJECT INFORMATION

APPLICANT: North Carolina Department of Commerce

TYPE: State Environmental Peolicy Act
Environmental Review

DESC: Application of Halifax County Solar, LLC for Certificate to construct a 80 MW
Solar Facility in Halifax Co. Docket #EMP-107 3Sub 0. - View document at
htip://starwl.ncuc.net/NCUC/portal /ncuc/page/Dockets /portal .aspx, Type EMP-107
Sub 0 in the Docker Number search line.

Located on seven contiguous parcels of land approximately 5 miles north of
Enfield, NC cn the east side of PBeaverdam Road, between the intersections of
Bezverdam Read and Neville Farm Road to the south and Richneck Reoad to the north
in Halifax County.
The attached project has been submitted to the N. C., Sfate Clearinghouse for
intergovernmentsl review. Zlease review and submit your response by the above
indicated date to 1301 Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 27699-1301.

If additional review time 1s needed, please contact this office at {(919)807-2425,
/

MMD

AS A RESULT OF THIS R VI%ivTH? FOLLOWING IS SUBMITTED: [:] NG COMMENT EETtCOMMENTS ATTACHED

I /3] [o0r9

S5IGNED BY: DATE

\;4__‘

This application

Did ;’ have a CREP conservation easement on the subject property

Did /(Did Not}- have a Swine buyout easement on the subject propetty
Did/ @ have ADFP easement on the subject property
Did/ éid I\?}Sﬂ;\t}w have a plant conservation easement on the subject property

Did /('Iji'&“ﬁ@v have a plant conservation priority site on the subject propetty
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Or. Alexander stowart  NOIth Carolina Department of Agriculture Joseph Hudyncla
Assistant Commissioner and COI]SUHI@I‘ S@I‘VICGS Environmental Programs
Agricultural Services

Crystal Best

State Clearinghouse

N.C. Department of Administration
1301 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1301

QOctober 31, 2019
RE: S# 20-E-4600-0076

Dear Ms, Best:

The proposed ground-mounted photovoltaic electric generating facility has the potential to negatively impact
agricultural, environmental and economic balance in the area of the development project. Development of all types
continues to be a threat to one of the state’s most valuable natural resources, i.e. productive farmiand. As productive
farmiand is removed from agricultural production the associated potential for providing necessary agricultural products for a
growing population is reduced, and with it a substantial amount of recurring, local ag-related economic activity generated by
tocal farming incomes.

We encourage conservation of highly productive soils for their best use - agriculture - and recommend locating
ground-mounted solar arrays of this scale on less productive sites on the associated tract If possible. Prioritization of sites
based an potential agricultural productivity, whereby less productive sites (e.g. marginal lands) are selected for development
and more productive sites are retained for agricultural production, may help mitigate some impact to agricultural resources.
One means to assess the agronomic potential of soils is to first consult the pubtished county soil survey to identify soil types
{s0il map units} and distribution, and then use the NC State Cooperative Extension Realistic Yield Expectation for NC Soiis
database too (hitps://realisticvields.cas.nesu.edu/) to compare yield potential of soil map units on the tract. This analysis may
help prioritize areas for retention in agricultural production.

Additionally, the use of best practices in construction and operation and maintenance of the facility are encouraged
to preserve the productive capabilities of the site for future agricultural use, while maintaining the integrity of unique or
sensitive habitats. It is also recommended that a decommissioning plan that clearly defines the responsible party, process
details, timeline, and specific responsibilities {including restoration) be incorporated into the development agreement.

We have cross-referenced the parcel for existing easements related to agriculture and found no CREP conservation
easements, swine buyout easements, ADFP easements, plant conservation easements, plant conservation priority sites, or
Voluntary Agricultural Districts associated with the subject property.

Re:Sp\ectf ¥,
»3\ \@

loe Hudyncaa

Environmental Programs

N.C. Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services
(919)767-3070

E-mail: joseph. hudyncia@ncagr.aov
1001 Mait Service Center, Raleigh, North Caroling, 27699-1001 {819) 707-3070 @ Fax (919) 733-1141
An Equal Opportunity Employer
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