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NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION

PLACE:   Via Videoconference 

DATE:     Wednesday, July 14, 2021 

TIME:  6:30 p.m. - 6:48 p.m. 

BEFORE: Chair Charlotte A. Mitchell, Presiding 

Commissioner ToNola D. Brown-Bland 

Commissioner Lyons Gray 

Commissioner Jeffrey A. Hughes 

Commissioner Floyd B. McKissick, Jr. 

 

IN THE MATTER OF: 

G-9, Sub 722 

Consolidated Natural Gas Construction and Redelivery 

Services Agreement Between Piedmont Natural Gas 

Company, Inc., and Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC;  

G-9, Sub 781  

Application of Piedmont Natural Gas Company, Inc.,  

for an Adjustment of Rates, Charges, and Tariffs 

Applicable to Service in North Carolina; 

and  

G-9, Sub 786  

Application of Piedmont Natural Gas Company, Inc., for 

Modification to Existing Energy Efficiency Program and 

Approval of New Energy Efficiency Programs 
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NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION

A P P E A R A N C E S: 

FOR PIEDMONT NATURAL GAS COMPANY, INC.: 

James H. Jeffries, IV, Esq. 

McGuireWoods LLP 

201 North Tryon Street, Suite 3000 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28202 

 

FOR THE USING AND CONSUMING PUBLIC: 

Elizabeth Culpepper, Esq. 

Megan Jost, Esq. 

Public Staff - North Carolina Utilities Commission 

4326 Mail Service Center 

Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-4300 
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NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION

T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S 

E X A M I N A T I O N S 

PAGE 

KRIS KLENKE 

Direct Examination by Ms. Jost .................   10 

 

ANNE SCHRADER  

Direct Examination by Ms. Jost .................   17 

 

 

 

 

E X H I B I T S 

IDENTIFIED/ADMITTED 

Klenke Exhibit 1 ......................... 10/10 
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NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION 

APPEARANCE SLIP 

 

DATE:  ____________________ DOCKET NO.:  ___________________________ 

ATTORNEY NAME and TITLE:  _________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

FIRM NAME: __________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:  ____________________________________________________________ 

CITY:  _________________    STATE:  __________  ZIP CODE: ______________ 

APPEARANCE ON BEHALF OF: _________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
APPLICANT:  ___ COMPLAINANT:  ___  INTERVENOR:  ___ 

PROTESTANT:  ___ RESPONDENT: ___  DEFENDANT:  ___ 

Non-confidential transcripts are located on the Commission’s 
website.  To view and/or print transcripts, go to https://ncuc.net, hover 
over the Dockets tab and select Docket Search, enter the docket number 
and click search, select the highlighted docket number and select
Documents for a list of all documents filed.   

To receive an electronic CONFIDENTIAL transcript, please complete the 
following:  

Yes, I have signed the Confidentiality Agreement. 

Email:  ________________________________________________________________ 

SIGNATURE:  __________________________________________________________ 

(Required for distribution of CONFIDENTIAL transcript) 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

uired fffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooor disttttttttttttttttttttttttttrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiibbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbutio

July 14, 2021 G-9, Sub 781; G-9, Sub 786; G-9, Sub 722

James H. Jeffries IV, Partner

McGuireWoods LLP
201 N. Tryon St., Suite 3000

Charlotte NC 28202

Piedmont Natural Gas Company, Inc.

jjeffries@mcguirewoods.com
✔

✔



NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION 
PUBLIC STAFF - APPEARANCE SLIP 

 
DATE July 14, 2021_ DOCKET #: G-9, Subs 722, 786, and 781_ 
 
PUBLIC STAFF ATTORNEYS Elizabeth Culpepper and Megan Jost 
 
TO REQUEST A CONFIDENTIAL TRANSCRIPT, PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR 
EMAIL ADDRESS BELOW: 
 
ACCOUNTING_____________________________________________ 
CONSUMER SERVICES______________________________________ 
COMMUNICATIONS_________________________________________ 
ENERGY_________________________________________________ 
ECONOMICS______________________________________________ 
LEGAL elizabeth.culpepper@psncuc.nc.gov; megan.jost@psncuc.nc.gov 
TRANSPORTATION_________________________________________ 
WATER__________________________________________________ 
 
Non-confidential transcripts are located on the 
Commission’s website. To view and/or print, please access 
https://ncuc.net. 
 
COUNSEL/MEMBER(s) REQUESTING A CONFIDENTIAL TRANSCRIPT 
WHO HAS SIGNED A CONFIDENTIALITY AGREEMENT WILL NEED TO 
SIGN BELOW.   
 
/s/ Elizabeth D. Culpepper 
/s/ Megan Jost 

mailto:elizabeth.culpepper@psncuc.nc.gov
mailto:megan.jost@psncuc.nc.gov
https://ncuc.net/


Strong Objection to Piedmont 
Natural Gas Petition

Docket No. G-9, SUB 781

Docket No. G-9, Subs 722, 781, and 786 KLENKE EXHIBIT 1

I/A



Why is Piedmont 
Natural Gas 
asking for more?

• From the forecast we can 
see that natural gas prices 
are going to stay flat 
through 2021 and only a 
slight gain in 2022.

• Piedmont is asking for a 
10.4% increase but the 
average cost of living 
increase for NC in 2021 
was 1.5%.

Source

https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=46456


Questions to 
be answered.

• If every month I’m charged a minimum of 
$10 “Facility Charge” (Assumption: 101 
Residential), which means Piedmont is 
generating a minimum of $93MM per year 
for doing nothing, where is this going? (Source)
• Since Piedmont Gas is a subsidiary of Duke 

Energy why aren’t the CEO, COO, Exec-VP, 
CFO, CHR not taking a 10% pay cut to offset 
the costs?
• If Natural Gas costs are staying static what’s 

the $109MM in revenue for? Is this to please 
the shareholders at the cost of The People?
• Like I’ve said earlier…on average NC has a 

1.5% cost of living increase and you’re 
expecting people to pay 10% more to a 
natural gas Monopoly? What other choice do 
they have? It’s not like we can go somewhere 
else.

https://www.piedmontng.com/Our-Company/About-Piedmont/Our-Rates


What Needs 
to be Done!!!

• NC Utilities Commission needs to reject this 
petition and tell Piedmont Natural Gas/Duke 
Energy to come back with a detail plan of 
what the $106MM in revenue is for.
• NC Utilities Commission need to take into

consideration the financial impact to the 
customer who are already locked into this 
Monopoly. Residence only have two choices 
Piedmont (Duke) or Duke…doesn’t seem like 
we have much of a choice. (Based on 
Piedmont/Duke’s estimates this increase will 
cost every resident an additional $210 per 
year)


